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Dark Raucous

by Misti Bernard

the night people move in the world tonight—dark birds raucous, brought
out by wind from the mountain, blowing them close to earth. an edge to
the growing storm-in-motion, an edge to the leaves being pushed before
formless hands, by invisible breath—brought forth by the sliver of moon
now hidden in secrets, draped by clouds and shrouded from sight by
nighttime risings and biding silence.

even the bar-men feel the edge to this night, an october’s night in august,
a halloween prescience that bids ‘walk soft in silence’. carry a big stick,
mace, protect yourself girl, he called to me across the deserted street.
you shouldn’t be walking home alone tonight, this misplaced, veils thin,
spinning-strangeness night. ravens watch this night, owls howl like
wolves and faerie tales are spun to scare kids straight from the stuff of
which this night was made. hairs raise on the back of the neck and say
take care, beware all the things your child-self feared. this night: all real.
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